
PARLIAMENT HILL DAYS
MAY 1-2, 2019



Overview

The Recreation Vehicle Dealers’ Association of Canada (RVDA) 
and Canadian Campground and RV Council (CCRVC) hosted a 
joint RV and Campgrounds industry advocacy push on 
Parliament Hill from May 1- 2, 2019.

On May 1st members of both associations gathered for a 
reception in the Wellington Building that was attended by a 
number of Members of Parliament, Senators and parliamentary 
staff. The reception gave RVDA and CCRVC members an 
opportunity to informally discuss issues of importance to the 
RV and camping industries in Canada, while enjoying some 
Ottawa hospitality. MP Dane Lloyd delivered remarks in support 
of the RV and Camping industry.

The group began its meetings on Parliament Hill on May 2nd 
with a breakfast attended by Blake Richards, Official Opposition 
Shadow Cabinet Minister for Small Business and Tourism. Mr. 
Richards is a fervent supporter of the RV and Camping Industry. 
He discussed the need for the government to address the 
shortage of labour in the industry. He also addressed the 
current taxation issue with CCRVC members. Richards has 
previously invited the CCRVC to present at the Conservative 
Tourism Caucus; has risen in the House to ask the Minister of 
National Revenue questions important to the camping industry; 
and has started a petition in support of reclassifying 
campgrounds to be eligible for the small business tax credit.

Dane Lloyd, Deputy Shadow Minister for 
Small Business and Tourism addressed the 

RVDA and CCRVC delegates at the 
Parliamentary Reception in the Wellington 

Building

Blake Richards, MP for Banff-Airdrie and Shadow Cabinet Minister for 
Small-Business and Tourism addressed the RVDA and CCRVC 

delegates at breakfast.

RVDA and CCRVC also participated in a press 
conference at the Press Gallery in West Block, 
highlighting messaging on the need for tax 
fairness as well as the removal of the steel 
and aluminum tariffs.

In total, 40 meetings were held with MPs, 
Senators and Officials. Representatives were 
able to discuss with legislators policies that 
will help to encourage investments and 
regulatory changes to assist Canada’s RV 
industry over the years to come.
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RVDA Key Messages Presented:

The Recreation Vehicle Dealers Association (RVDA) of Canada is a national, volunteer federation of
provincial and regional RVDA associations and their members who have united to form a professional
trade association for all businesses involved in the recreation vehicle industry. The core objective of the
RVDA of Canada is to bring together and represent the retail businesses involved in the recreation
vehicle industry across Canada, thus providing the support and strength to protect and promote the
interests and welfare of Canadian RV Dealers, and to maximize the potential of the industry for all
involved.

RVing in Canada also has a considerable impact on the Canadian economy. The manufacturing,
purchasing, servicing, and use of recreation vehicles contributes billions – both directly and indirectly –
to the Canadian economy each year. In 2017, the RV industry supported 66,000 jobs and there was $6.1
billion in total spending- about $3.4 billion of that was for the sales and servicing of RVs. There are over
4,231 campgrounds operated across Canada, each offering a unique experience for Canadians and
international visitors.

Canada’s 2.1 million RV owners took an estimated 8.2 million RV trips in Canada in 2017. Further to 
this, Canadians who rented RVs took an estimated 612,000 trips in Canada bringing the total to 8.8 
million RV trips. With an estimated $3.3 billion in spending from these trips, RV tourism is the largest
contributor to the overall impact by a significant margin.

RV Industry Facts & Background information
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Issues discussed with Parliamentarians:

The RV sector, like many other industries, is part of an integrated North American market. With 95% of
RV products imported from the United States, steel and aluminum are major inputs for RV production,
and increased costs for either material because of tariffs will have an impact on affordability of
products. RV dealers are reporting price increases resulting from tariffs. Increasing the cost of RV
inputs from Canada, like steel and aluminum, will increase manufacturing costs. This will hurt
businesses and consumers on both sides of the border.

The RV industry has benefitted tremendously from the integrated North American market that NAFTA
has created. The free flow of goods and services across the border has helped our industry grow.
CUSMA, once ratified, will ensure this continues.

Steel and Aluminum Tariffs

Recommendation:

The government of Canada should continue to aggressively pursue the lift of the steel and aluminum
tariffs by the United States.

While Canada has started the process to ratify the CUSMA, the government should ensure that
ratification in Canada coincide with the removal of these tariffs.

The government should also provide additional support to the Canadian industries impacted by these
tariffs.
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The shortage of skilled workers remains a key concern for the RV industry. Currently, out of 1080
full-time RV service technicians throughout Canada, only half have the Red Seal Designation.

There are currently only two programs in Canada that offer RV service technician apprenticeship
training – in British Columbia and Alberta. Each of these programs provide Red Seal Designation that is
accepted nation-wide.

The existing programs reach full enrolment each year and often hold waiting lists for an additional
several dozen prospective students.

Training programs are offered in other provinces but they are not accepted as full apprenticeship
programs. As a result, few RV service technicians who actually work in the industry are classified as
apprentices.

We applaud the government for the focus on skills and training in budget 2019. New measures such as
the Canada Training Benefit, more funding for Skills Canada and the new apprenticeship strategy will
help Canadians get the skills they need.

We look forward to working with the government in the development of the new apprenticeship strategy.

Increased Support for Skilled Workers in the RV Industry

Recommendation:

Due to the geographic constraints of the existing programs, the Government of Canada should create 
an Apprenticeship Travel Grant that could be used by those who are required to travel in order to 
undertake an apprenticeship training program. This Grant should be targeted towards those enrolled in 
programs that are not offered in their city, town or province.

This Grant should be a taxable cash grant of $2,000-$4,000 per person per year in order to provide
support for such items as travel costs, lodging, and care arrangements for families.

These recommendations reflect the important role that RV dealers play in the Canadian economy and 
to the prosperity of their communities. They would help the industry prosper, increasing productivity,
employment and economic growth. A healthy RV retail industry has benefits to tourism services and
products and general retailers across Canada.
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Parliamentary Reception

John Nater, MP for Perth-Wellington Richard Cannings, MP for
South Okannagan – West Kootenay

Senator Margaret Dawn Anderson

Ron Liepert, MP for Calgary-West Dane Lloyd, MP for Sturgeon River-Parkland and
Deputy Shadow Minister for Small Business

David Tilson, MP for Dufferin-Caledon

5



RVDA Members met with MPs, Senators and political staff from
coast-to-coast-to-coast, representing all three major national parties

Bill Casey, MP for Cumberland-Colchester Anthony Rota, MP for Nipissing- Timiskaming

David Sweet, MP for Flamborough-Glanbrook Matthew Dubé, MP for Beloeil-Chambly Richard Hébert, MP for Lac-Saint-Jean
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Earl Dreeshen – MP for Red Deer -
Mountain View, AB

Wayne Easter – MP for Malpeque, PEI Dane Lloyd – MP for Sturgeon River –
Parkland, AB



List of Meetings:

Name Caucus Riding
Senator Margaret Dawn Anderson
 
Mr. John Nater 

Mr. Robert Kitchen 

Mr. Robert Aubin

Mr. Earl Dreeshen 

Mr. Mel Arnold 

Mr. Todd Doherty

Mr. Anthony Rota 

Mr. Larry Miller 

Mr. Richard Martel

Mr. Dane Lloyd 

Mr. Ziad Aboultiaf

Mr. Matthew Dubé

Mr. Omar Alghabra

Mr. John Matheson (Director of Policy to
Minister Chagger)

Mr. Shaun Chen

Mr. Mark Strahl

Mr. Richard Hebert 

Mr. Joe Peschisolido

Mr. Bev Shipley

Mr. David Yurdiga

Mr. John Pearson (Executive Director,
Council of Deputy Ministers Responsible for
Transportation and Highway Safety)

Mr. Darshan Kang

Mr. Tom Lukiwski 

ISG

Conservative

Conservative

NDP

Conservative

Conservative

Conservative

Liberal

Conservative

Conservative

Conservative

Conservative

NDP

Liberal

Liberal

Liberal

Conservative

Liberal

Liberal

Conservative

Conservative

Liberal

Conservative

NWT

Perth-Wellington (ON)

Souris-Moose Mountain (SK)

Trois-Rivières (QC)

Red Deer-Mountain View (AB)

North Okanagan-Shuswap (BC)

Cariboo-Prince George (BC)

Nipissing-Timiskaming (ON)

Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound (ON)

Chicoutimi-Le Fjord (QC)

Sturgeon River-Parkland (AB)

Edmonton Manning (AB)

Beloeil-Chambly (QC)

Mississauga Centre (ON)

Waterloo (ON)

Scarborough North (ON)

Chilliwack-Hope (BC)

Lac-Saint-Jean (QC)

Steveston-Richmond East (BC)

Lambton-Kent-Middlesex (ON)

Fort McMurray-Cold Lake (AB)

Calgary Skyview (AB)

Moose Jaw – Lake Centre- Lanigan (SK)
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List of Meetings:

Name Caucus Riding
Mr. Jim Eglinski 

Mr. David van Kesteren

Mr. Dean Allison

Mr. Bill Casey

Ms. Sarah Putman (Office Manager to
Minister Karina Gould)

Mr. Blake Richards

Mr. David Tilson

Mr. Ron Liepert

Mr. David Sweet

Mr. Martin Shields

Mr. John McKay

Mr. Colin Carrie

Elvanee Veeramalay (Stakeholder Relations
Advisor to MP Andrew Scheer)

Ms. Anne Ellefsen-Gauthier (Director of
Policy to Minister Diane Lebouthillier)

Mr. Wayne Easter

Mr. Robert Sopuck

Conservative

Conservative

Conservative

Liberal

Liberal

Conservative

Conservative

Conservative

Conservative

Conservative

Liberal

Conservative

Conservative

Liberal

Liberal

Conservative

Yellowhead (AB)

Chatham-Kent-Leamington (ON)

Niagara-West (ON)

Cumberland-Colchester (NS)

Burlington (ON)

Banff-Airdrie (AB)

Dufferin-Caledon (ON)

Calgary Signal Hill (AB)

Flamborough-Glanbrook (ON)

Bow River (AB)

Scarborough-Guildwood (ON)

Oshawa (ON)

Regina-Qu’Appelle (SK)

Gaspesie-Les iles-de-la-Madeleine (QC)

Malpeque (PEI)

Dauphin-Swan River-Neepawa (MB)

Conservative: 24
Liberal: 12

NDP: 2
ISG: 1

Other: 1
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Conclusion

In particular, as the federal election nears, we will be looking to engage with all political parties and
candidates. We need to continue the momentum with grassroots efforts in each of your communities.
STAY TUNED!

Our concerted and continuous efforts have 
paid dividends. The steel and aluminum 
tariffs have been lifted, removing an 
unnecessary burden on our industry. The 
agreement reached by Canada, the United 
States and Mexico is good for the economy, 
good for consumers and good for all RV 
dealers across the country.

RVDA will continue to look for opportunities 
to engage with MPs, Senators and key
decision-makers beyond the hill day to 
highlight the importance of the RV and 
camping industries to Canada’s tourism 
sector and economy.

RVDA would like to thank all the members who joined us in Ottawa on these important days of 
advocacy and celebration of the RV and Camping industry. Your participation and support have made 
this Hill Day 2019 a success. We are getting great feedback from the Hill, as we continue our follow up 
from the meetings. Members of Parliament appreciated discussing key issues with industry leaders 
and meeting small business owners who make a difference in their communities and were keen to help 
move the needle on our core advocacy issues.
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FOLLOW US

facebook.com/RVDAofCanada

#145 - 11331 Coppersmith Way
Richmond, BC V7A 5J9

Phone/Tél : 604.718.6325
Email/Courriel : info@rvda.ca

www.rvda.ca



MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD!

RVDA.CA || 604.718.6325


